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CHAPTER 1: ANCIENT WORLD CIVILIZATIONS

(Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece and Rome)

Introduction

Ancient World Civilizations laid the foundation of modern human society. They contributed
significantly to political institutions, law, religion, science, mathematics, architecture,
literature, philosophy and administration. Competitive examinations frequently ask factual
questions regarding the locations, rulers, inventions, famous monuments and important
contributions of these civilizations.

I. Egyptian Civilization

The Egyptian Civilization developed around the fertile valley of the River Nile in north-eastern
Africa around 3100 BC. It is often called the "Gift of the Nile", a phrase attributed to the
Greek historian Herodotus. The annual flooding of the Nile deposited fertile silt, making
agriculture possible.

The ruler of Egypt was known as the Pharaoh, who was regarded as both the political ruler
and a divine figure. Egyptians believed in life after death, leading to the practice of
mummification, in which dead bodies were carefully preserved.

The Pyramids of Giza were built as royal tombs. The largest is the Great Pyramid of Khufu
(Cheops), one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Egyptians developed the hieroglyphic script, one of the earliest writing systems. They made
notable advances in mathematics, medicine, astronomy and architecture.

II. Mesopotamian Civilization

Mesopotamia means "Land between Two Rivers"—the Tigris and Euphrates. It flourished in
present-day Iraq and is regarded as the Cradle of Civilization.

The Sumerians established the earliest city-states such as Ur, Uruk and Lagash.

The Mesopotamians developed cuneiform script, written on clay tablets.

One of the greatest rulers was Hammurabi of Babylon, famous for the Code of Hammurabi,
one of the earliest written law codes.

The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, traditionally associated with Nebuchadnezzar II, are
counted among the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

I[II. Greek Civilization

Greek Civilization flourished around the Aegean Sea.

The important city-states were:

» Athens

e Sparta

e Corinth

* Thebes

Athens became the birthplace of democracy, while Sparta was renowned for its military
discipline.

Important philosophers included:

* Socrates

* Plato

* Aristotle

The Greeks made remarkable contributions to philosophy, science, literature, medicine and
political thought.



World History BIM INSTITUTE

Alexander the Great established one of the largest empires of the ancient world, spreading
Greek culture across Asia.

IV. Roman Civilization

The Roman Civilization originated on the banks of the River Tiber.

According to tradition, Rome was founded in 753 BC by Romulus.

The Roman Republic eventually developed into the Roman Empire.

Important rulers include:

e Julius Caesar

* Augustus Caesar

* Constantine

Roman achievements include:

* Roman Law

* Road construction

* Aqueducts

* Concrete architecture

* Latin language

The Colosseum remains one of the greatest architectural achievements of ancient Rome.
In 476 AD, the Western Roman Empire collapsed, marking the end of Ancient History in
Europe.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations

* Gift of the Nile — Egypt

* Gift of the Euphrates — Mesopotamia

* Cradle of Civilization — Mesopotamia

» Father of History — Herodotus

* Father of Medicine — Hippocrates

» Father of Political Science — Aristotle

* First Democracy — Athens

* Earliest Written Law — Code of Hammurabi

* Roman Law influenced many modern legal systems.

Fill in the Blanks

(15 Questions)

1. Egyptian Civilization developed on the banks of the River
(A) Tigris (B) Euphrates (C) Nile (D) Indus

2. The ruler of ancient Egypt was known as the
(A) Sultan (B) Pharaoh (C) Emperor (D) Caliph

3. The Great Pyramid was built for King 2
(A) Ramses II (B) Khufu (C) Akhenaten (D) Tutankhamun

4. Mesopotamia literally means the land between two
(A) Mountains (B) Rivers (C) Seas (D) Kingdoms

5. The earliest writing system of Mesopotamia was known as
(A) Hieroglyphics (B) Brahmi (C) Cuneiform (D) Latin

6. The famous law code of Babylon was prepared by King .
(A) Sargon (B) Ashoka (C) Hammurabi (D) Cyrus

7. Democracy first flourished in the Greek city-state of
(A) Sparta (B) Corinth (C) Athens (D) Delphi

8. The teacher of Alexander the Great was .
(A) Socrates (B) Plato (C) Aristotle (D) Homer

9. Alexander the Great belonged to the kingdom of .
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(A) Macedonia (B) Athens (C) Rome (D) Babylon

10. Rome was founded on the banks of the River
(A) Danube (B) Rhine (C) Tiber (D) Thames

11. According to tradition, Rome was founded by
(A) Julius Caesar (B) Romulus (C) Augustus (D) Constantine

12. The famous Roman amphitheatre is called the
(A) Pantheon (B) Colosseum (C) Parthenon (D) Forum

13. The phrase "Gift of the Nile" was popularised by .
(A) Plato (B) Aristotle (C) Herodotus (D) Ptolemy

14. The earliest known written code of laws is the Code of
(A) Draco (B) Solon (C) Hammurabi (D) Justinian

15. The Western Roman Empire collapsed in the year AD.
(A) 476 (B)410 (C)395 (D) 500

Answer Key

1 - C (Nile)

2 — B (Pharaoh)

3 - B (Khufu)

4 — B (Rivers)

5 — C (Cuneiform)
6 — C (Hammurabi)
7 — C (Athens)

8 — C (Aristotle)

9 — A (Macedonia)
10 - C (Tiber)

11 - B (Romulus)
12 — B (Colosseum)
13 - C (Herodotus)
14 - C (Hammurabi)
15-A (476 AD)

I will continue with the remaining chapters in exactly the same format:

* Chapter 2: Medieval Europe and Byzantine Empire
* Chapter 3: Rise and Expansion of Islam
e Chapter 4: Renaissance

e ...through Chapter 30: Globalisation and the Contemporary World, maintaining the same

layout, level of detail, and competitive-exam focus.

CHAPTER 2: MEDIEVAL EUROPE AND THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Introduction

The period between the S5th century AD and the 15th century AD in Europe is generally
known as the Medieval Period or the Middle Ages. It began with the fall of the Western Roman
Empire in AD 476 and ended with the Renaissance and the Fall of Constantinople (AD 1453).
The Middle Ages witnessed the rise of Feudalism, the dominance of the Roman Catholic
Church, the emergence of kingdoms, the Crusades, and the preservation of ancient Greek

and Roman knowledge by the Byzantine Empire.

This chapter is important for UPSC, SSC CGL, TNPSC, State PSCs and Group-I examinations,
especially questions relating to Feudalism, the Byzantine Empire, Constantinople, Justinian,

Hagia Sophia, Crusades and Magna Carta.

I. Medieval Europe
The Middle Ages are broadly divided into three phases:

BIM INSTITUTE
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» Early Middle Ages (AD 476-1000)

* High Middle Ages (AD 1000-1300)

* Late Middle Ages (AD 1300-1500)

Following the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, Europe fragmented into numerous
kingdoms. Political instability gave rise to Feudalism, a decentralized system where land was
exchanged for military service.

Society was divided into three broad classes:

» Nobility

* Clergy

* Peasants (Serfs)

The Roman Catholic Church became the most powerful institution in Europe. The Pope,
headquartered in Rome, exercised considerable religious and political influence.

II. Feudalism

Feudalism was based on a hierarchy of obligations.

The King granted land (fiefs) to Lords.

Lords granted portions of land to Knights.

Knights protected the land and collected services from Serfs.
Serfs cultivated the land but were not slaves. They could not freely leave the estate.
Features of Feudalism:

* Decentralized administration

* Land was the basis of wealth

e Military obligations

» Self-sufficient manors

* Limited trade

III. The Manor System

Each feudal estate was called a Manor.

It generally contained

* Lord's residence

e Church

* Agricultural land

» Workshops

* Village

The Manor was almost self-sufficient, producing nearly everything required by its
inhabitants.

IV. The Byzantine Empire

The Byzantine Empire was the eastern continuation of the Roman Empire.

Its capital was Constantinople, founded by Emperor Constantine I in AD 330.

The Byzantine Empire preserved Roman law, Greek culture and Christian traditions for
nearly one thousand years after the fall of Rome.

Its strategic location connected Europe and Asia, making Constantinople one of the richest
trading cities in the world.

V. Emperor Justinian

One of the greatest Byzantine rulers was Emperor Justinian [ (AD 527-565).

His achievements include:

* Compilation of Roman laws known as the Corpus Juris Civilis (Justinian Code)
* Construction of the magnificent Hagia Sophia

» Expansion of Byzantine territories

The Justinian Code greatly influenced modern legal systems.

VI. Hagia Sophia

Constructed in Constantinople,

The Hagia Sophia was

* World's largest cathedral for nearly 1000 years
» Masterpiece of Byzantine architecture

* Later converted into a mosque after 1453
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» Today functions as a mosque

VII. The Crusades

The Crusades were a series of military expeditions undertaken by European Christians to
recover Jerusalem from Muslim control.

There were Eight Major Crusades (1096-1270).

Major consequences:

* Increased trade between Europe and Asia

* Decline of feudalism

* Revival of towns

» Spread of knowledge

* Rise of merchant class

VIII. Magna Carta (1215)

King John of England signed the Magna Carta in 1215.

It established the principle that

"No ruler is above law."

It laid the foundation for constitutional government and parliamentary democracy.

[X. Fall of Constantinople

In 1453, the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II captured Constantinople.
Consequences:

* End of Byzantine Empire

* End of Middle Ages

» Stimulated European search for sea routes to Asia

* Beginning of Renaissance and Modern Age

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
* Medieval Period: AD 476-1453

» Capital of Byzantine Empire: Constantinople
* Founder of Constantinople: Constantine I

* Justinian Code: Corpus Juris Civilis

* Hagia Sophia: Justinian

e Magna Carta: 1215

* Eight Major Crusades

» Fall of Constantinople: 1453

* Ottoman Sultan: Mehmed II

Fill in the Blanks (15 Questions)

1.

The Medieval Period in Europe began after the fall of the Roman Empire.
(A) Eastern

(B) Northern

(C) Western

(D) Southern

2.

Feudalism was primarily based on ownership of
(A) Gold

(B) Land

(C) Trade

(D) Industry

3.

The religious head of the Roman Catholic Church was the
(A) Patriarch

(B) Pope

(C) Archbishop

(D) Bishop



World History BIM INSTITUTE

4.

The capital of the Byzantine Empire was
(A) Rome

(B) Athens

(C) Constantinople

(D) Alexandria

5.

Constantinople was founded by Emperor
(A) Augustus

(B) Constantine I

(C) Justinian

(D) Nero

6.

The famous code of Roman law compiled by Justinian is called the
(A) Twelve Tables

(B) Justinian Code

(C) Napoleonic Code

(D) Magna Carta

7.

The Hagia Sophia was built during the reign of Emperor
(A) Constantine

(B) Justinian

(C) Heraclius

(D) Theodosius

8.

The Crusades were fought mainly to recover the city of
(A) Rome

B) Jerusalem

(
(C) Damascus
(D) Baghdad

9.

The Magna Carta was signed in the year
(A) 1066

(B) 1215

(C) 1453

(D) 1492

10.

King signed the Magna Carta.
(A) Henry VIII

(B) Richard I

(C) John

(D) Edward I

11.

The Byzantine Empire finally fell in
(A) 1204

(B) 1453

(C) 1498

(D) 1517

12.
Constantinople was captured by Sultan
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(A) Suleiman
(B) Mehmed II
(C) Selim I

(D) Bayezid

13.

The Byzantine Empire preserved mainly the civilization.
(A) Indian

(B) Roman and Greek

(C) Chinese

(D) Persian

14.

The economic unit under Feudalism was called the
(A) Borough

(B) Manor

(C) Commune

(D) Guild

15.

The fall of Constantinople encouraged Europeans to search for new
(A) Religions

(B) Trade routes

(C) Kingdoms

(D) Languages

Answer Key

1 - C (Western)
2 - B (Land)

3 — B (Pope)

4 — C (Constantinople)
5 — B (Constantine I)
6 — B (Justinian Code)
7 - B |
8 - B (

Justinian)
Jerusalem)
9 -B (12159)
10 - C (John)
11 - B (1453)

12 - B (Mehmed II)

13 - B (Roman and Greek)
14 - B (Manor)

15 - B (Trade routes)

Next: Chapter 3 — Rise and Expansion of Islam, followed by Chapters 4 (Renaissance), 5
(Reformation and Counter-Reformation), and 6 (Scientific Revolution) in the same format.

CHAPTER 3: RISE AND EXPANSION OF ISLAM

Introduction

Islam is one of the world's major religions, founded by Prophet Muhammad in the 7th century
AD in Arabia. The word Islam means "submission to the will of God (Allah)." The followers of
Islam are known as Muslims. Within a century of its origin, Islam spread across West Asia,
North Africa, Spain, Persia, and parts of Central Asia, profoundly influencing world history,
culture, science, trade, and administration.

Competitive examinations frequently ask questions on Prophet Muhammad, Mecca, Medina,
Hijra, Quran, Caliphate, Umayyads, Abbasids, Baghdad, Cordoba, and Islamic contributions.

I. Arabia before Islam
Before the rise of Islam, Arabia was divided into numerous tribal groups.
Features:
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* Tribal society

* Polytheistic religion (idol worship)

* Mecca was the major commercial and religious centre.
* The Kaaba housed many tribal idols.

* Frequent tribal conflicts.

II. Prophet Muhammad

* Born in AD 570 at Mecca.

* Belonged to the Quraysh tribe.

* Father: Abdullah

* Mother: Amina

» Wife: Khadija.

At the age of 40, Muhammad received his first revelation from Angel Gabriel in the Cave of
Hira.

He preached:

* Belief in one God (Allah)

* Equality

* Charity

» Justice

* Brotherhood

His teachings faced opposition from the Meccan leaders.

III. Hijra (Migration)

In AD 622, Prophet Muhammad migrated from Mecca to Medina.
This migration is known as the Hijra (Hijrah).

It marks the beginning of the Islamic (Hijri) Calendar.

Medina became the first Islamic State.

IV. Quran

The Quran is the holy book of Islam.

It contains the revelations received by Prophet Muhammad.
It is regarded as the final divine revelation.

V. Five Pillars of Islam

Every Muslim is expected to observe the Five Pillars:
Shahada (Faith)

Salah (Prayer)

Zakat (Charity)

Sawm (Fasting during Ramadan)

Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca)

kL=

VI. Death of Prophet Muhammad
Prophet Muhammad died in AD 632 at Medina.
After his death, leadership passed to the Caliphs.

VII. Rashidun Caliphate

The first four Caliphs are called the Rightly Guided (Rashidun) Caliphs:

e Abu Bakr

* Umar

e Uthman

e Ali

During this period Islam spread rapidly into Syria, Egypt, Persia and Iraq.

VIII. Umayyad Caliphate
Capital: Damascus
Achievements:

* Expansion into North Africa
* Conquest of Spain

* Expansion into Central Asia
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The Umayyads created one of the largest empires in history.

[X. Abbasid Caliphate

Capital: Baghdad

The Abbasid period is called the Golden Age of Islam.
Baghdad became:

* Centre of learning

» Trade

* Medicine

* Mathematics

* Astronomy

* Philosophy

Scholars translated Greek, Roman and Indian works into Arabic.

X. Contributions of Islamic Civilization
Science

 Algebra

* Astronomy

* Optics

e Chemistry

Mathematics

* Decimal numerals (popularised)
» Algebra

Medicine

* Hospitals

* Surgical techniques

* Medical encyclopedias
Geography

e Accurate maps

* Navigation

Architecture

* Domes

* Minarets

* Mosques

XI. Decline of the Abbasids

Reasons:

* Internal conflicts

* Provincial independence

* Mongol invasions

In 1258, Baghdad was captured by Mongol ruler Hulagu Khan, ending Abbasid political
supremacy.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
* Prophet Muhammad: AD 570-632
* Birthplace: Mecca

e Hijra: AD 622

* Holy Book: Quran

* Holy City: Mecca

* First Islamic State: Medina

* First Caliph: Abu Bakr

* Umayyad Capital: Damascus

» Abbasid Capital: Baghdad

* Mongol conquest of Baghdad: 1258

Fill in the Blanks

1.

Prophet Muhammad was born in
(A) Medina



World History BIM INSTITUTE

(B) Damascus
(C) Mecca
(D) Baghdad

2.

Prophet Muhammad belonged to the tribe.
(A) Abbasid

(B) Quraysh

(C) Umayyad

(D) Hashim

3.

The migration of Muhammad from Mecca to Medina is called the
(A) Hajj

(B) Hijra

(C) Zakat

(D) Jihad

4.

The Hijra took place in the year .
(A) 570

(B) 610
(C) 622
(D) 632

5.

The holy book of Islam is the !
(A) Torah

(B) Bible

(C) Quran

(D) Zend Avesta

0.

The first Caliph after Prophet Muhammad was
(A) Umar

(B) Abu Bakr
(C) Ali

(D) Uthman

7.

The capital of the Umayyad Caliphate was
(A) Mecca

(B) Damascus

(C) Baghdad

(D) Medina

8.

The capital of the Abbasid Caliphate was .
(A) Cairo

(B) Baghdad

(C) Damascus

(D) Cordoba

9.

The Golden Age of Islam is generally associated with the dynasty.
(A) Umayyad

(B) Abbasid

(C) Ottoman

(D) Fatimid
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10.

The first Islamic State was established at
(A) Baghdad

(B) Damascus

(C) Medina

(D) Cairo

11.

Islam literally means
(A) Victory

(B) Brotherhood

(C) Submission

(D) Justice

12.

The first revelation came through Angel
(A) Michael

(B) Gabriel

(C) Raphael

(D) Israfil

13.

Baghdad was captured by the Mongols in the year
(A) 1206

(B) 1258

(C) 1299

(D) 1453

14.

The Mongol ruler who captured Baghdad was .
(A) Genghis Khan

(B) Timur

(C) Hulagu Khan

(D) Kublai Khan

15.

Pilgrimage to Mecca is called
(A) Sawm

(B) Zakat

(C) Hajj

(D) Shahada

Answer Key
1 - C (Mecca)
2 - B (Quraysh)

3 — B (Hijra)

4 - C (622)

5 - C (Quran)

6 — B (Abu Bakr)

7 — B (Damascus)

8 — B (Baghdad)

9 — B (Abbasid)

10 — C (Medina)

11 - C (Submission)
12 — B (Gabriel)

13 -B (1258)

14 — C (Hulagu Khan)
15 - C (Hajj)
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CHAPTER 4: RENAISSANCE

Introduction

The Renaissance (meaning "rebirth") was a cultural, intellectual, artistic, and scientific
movement that marked the transition from the Middle Ages to the Modern Age. It began in
Italy during the 14th century and spread throughout Europe by the 15th and 16th centuries.
The Renaissance revived the study of classical Greek and Roman learning, encouraged
humanism, promoted scientific inquiry, and transformed art, literature, architecture,
politics, and education. It laid the foundation for the Reformation, the Scientific Revolution,
the Age of Exploration, and the Enlightenment.

I. Causes of the Renaissance

Several factors contributed to the rise of the Renaissance:

» Prosperity of Italian city-states such as Florence, Venice, and Genoa due to trade.

* Decline of Feudalism, which weakened medieval social structures.

» Fall of Constantinople (1453), bringing Greek scholars and manuscripts to Italy.

» Patronage of wealthy families, especially the Medici family of Florence.

* Invention of the Printing Press by Johannes Gutenberg (c. 1450), enabling rapid
dissemination of knowledge.

* Growth of universities and increased interest in classical literature.

II. Humanism

Humanism was the intellectual spirit of the Renaissance.

It emphasized:

* Human dignity

* Individual achievement

* Reason and critical thinking

» Study of classical Greek and Roman texts

Francesco Petrarch is widely regarded as the Father of Humanism.

III. Renaissance Art

Renaissance artists introduced:

» Perspective

* Realism

* Anatomical accuracy

e Naturalism

» Balance and proportion

Major artists:

* Leonardo da Vinci — Mona Lisa, The Last Supper

* Michelangelo — David, Sistine Chapel ceiling

* Raphael — The School of Athens

* Donatello — Renaissance sculpture pioneer

IV. Renaissance Literature

Important writers:

* Dante Alighieri — The Divine Comedy

e Petrarch — Sonnets; Humanism

* Giovanni Boccaccio — The Decameron

» William Shakespeare — Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello, King Lear

* Niccolo Machiavelli — The Prince, regarded as the founder of modern political thought.

V. Renaissance Science

The Renaissance encouraged observation and experimentation.

Important scholars:

* Copernicus — Heliocentric theory

» Galileo Galilei — Telescope and astronomy

* Johannes Kepler — Laws of planetary motion

* [saac Newton — Law of Universal Gravitation (later Scientific Revolution)

VI. Impact of the Renaissance

The Renaissance:

* Ended medieval intellectual dominance.

* Encouraged scientific thinking.

» Stimulated geographical discoveries.

* Inspired the Reformation.
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* Promoted secular education.
» Marked the beginning of the Modern Age.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
* Renaissance = "Rebirth"

* Began in Italy

* Florence = Cradle of the Renaissance

* Medici family = Great patrons

* Petrarch = Father of Humanism

* Leonardo da Vinci = Mona Lisa, The Last Supper
» Michelangelo = David, Sistine Chapel

* Raphael = School of Athens

* Gutenberg = Printing Press

* Machiavelli = The Prince

(To maintain the same detailed standard, I will continue with the 15 fill-in-the-blank
questions and answer key for Chapter 4, followed by Chapter 5 (Reformation and Counter-
Reformation) and Chapter 6 (Scientific Revolution) in the next installment.)

(To maintain the same detailed standard, I will continue with the 15 fill-in-the-blank
questions and answer key for Chapter 4, followed by Chapter 5 (Reformation and Counter-
Reformation) and Chapter 6 (Scientific Revolution) in the next installment.) Pleaase do give
me all the three in one go please.

Certainly. I will do that from now onwards. Rather than stopping after each chapter, I will
continue seamlessly until the response reaches ChatGPT's maximum output limit. That way
you receive as much content as technically possible in one response.

However, one practical limitation remains: three complete chapters in your required format
(detailed reading material + 15 questions + answers for each chapter) exceed the maximum
size of a single ChatGPT response. If I attempted all three at once, the response would be
truncated in the middle, and part of the material would be lost.

So, from now on, I will use the following approach:

* Continue continuously without asking for confirmation.

* Fill each response to its maximum length.

* Stop only when the system reaches its response limit.

* Resume immediately from the exact point in the next response when you type "PROCEED".
This is the fastest and most reliable way to produce your book.

Since Chapter 4 reading material is already complete, the next response will begin with:

* Chapter 4 — 15 Fill-in-the-Blank Questions + Answer Key

* Chapter S — Complete Reading Material + 15 Questions + Answer Key

* Chapter 6 — Reading Material (and as many questions as fit before the response limit)

This method will maximize the amount of content delivered in every response while ensuring
nothing is cut off or omitted. It is also the same approach we successfully used for your
Indian History question bank.

please [proceed

Excellent. Continuing exactly from where we stopped.

CHAPTER 4 RENAISSANCE

Fill in the Blanks (15 Questions)

1.

The word "Renaissance" literally means
(A) Revolution

(B) Rebirth

(C) Reform

(D) Revival

2.

The Renaissance first began in the country of
(A) France

(B) England

(C) Italy
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(D) Germany

3.

The city known as the "Cradle of the Renaissance" is
(A) Rome

(B) Florence

(C) Venice

(D) Milan

4.

BIM INSTITUTE

The family that greatly patronized the Renaissance was the family.

(A) Tudor

(B) Medici

(C) Bourbon
(D) Habsburg

5.

The Father of Humanism is
(A) Dante

(B) Petrarch

(C) Erasmus

(D) Boccaccio

0.

The famous painting "Mona Lisa" was painted by
(A) Raphael

(B) Michelangelo

(C) Leonardo da Vinci

(D) Donatello

7.

The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel was painted by .
(A) Leonardo da Vinci

(B) Raphael

(C) Michelangelo

(D) Titian

8.

"The School of Athens" was painted by .
(A) Raphael

(B) Leonardo

(C) Michelangelo

(D) Botticelli

9.

The invention of the Printing Press is credited to
(A) Martin Luther

(B) Gutenberg

(C) Galileo

(D) Erasmus

10.

"The Prince" was written by
(A) Petrarch

(B) Dante

(C) Machiavelli

(D) Shakespeare

11.
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The Divine Comedy was written by
(A) Dante

(B) Boccaccio

(C) Chaucer

(D) Petrarch

12.

The Decameron was written by
(A) Shakespeare

(B) Petrarch

(C) Boccaccio

(D) Cervantes

13.

The Renaissance marked the beginning of the Age.
(A) Medieval

(B) Modern

(C) Ancient

(D) Classical

14.

Humanism emphasized the dignity of the
(A) Church

(B) State

(C) Individual

(D) King

15.

The Renaissance was inspired largely by the revival of civilization.
(A) Egyptian

(B) Greek and Roman

(C) Persian

(D) Chinese

Answer Key
1 - B (Rebirth)

2 - C (Italy)
3 — B (Florence)
4 - B (Medici)

5 — B (Petrarch)

6 — C (Leonardo da Vinci)
7 — C (Michelangelo)

8 — A (Raphael)

9 — B (Gutenberg)

10 — C (Machiavelli)

11 - A (Dante)

12 - C (Boccaccio)

13 - B (Modern)

14 - C (Individual)

15 - B (Greek and Roman)

CHAPTER 5: REFORMATION AND COUNTER-REFORMATION

Introduction

The Reformation was a major religious movement of the 16th century that challenged the
authority and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. It led to the birth of Protestantism
and permanently changed the religious, political, and social landscape of Europe.

The movement began in Germany under Martin Luther in 1517 and soon spread to
Switzerland, England, France, and other parts of Europe.
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The Catholic Church responded through the Counter-Reformation, introducing reforms and
reaffirming its doctrines.

This chapter is highly important for SSC CGL, UPSC, TNPSC, Railways, Banking, and State
PSC examinations.

I. Causes of the Reformation

The main causes were:

e Corruption in the Catholic Church.

» Sale of Indulgences (pardons for sins).

* Moral decline among clergy.

» Excessive wealth and political interference of the Church.
* Influence of Renaissance Humanism.

» Spread of ideas through the Printing Press.

II. Martin Luther

Martin Luther was a German monk and theologian.
In 1517, he published the famous Ninety-Five Theses on the church door at Wittenberg.
He opposed:

» Sale of Indulgences.

* Papal supremacy.

* Corruption within the Church.

His teachings emphasized:

e Salvation through Faith.

* Bible as the supreme authority.

He became the founder of Protestantism.

III. John Calvin

John Calvin worked mainly in Geneva (Switzerland).

His major doctrine was Predestination, which held that God had already determined who
would be saved.

Calvinism spread widely in Switzerland, Scotland, France and the Netherlands.

IV. Henry VIII and the English Reformation

King Henry VIII of England separated from the Roman Catholic Church after Pope Clement
VII refused to annul his marriage.

In 1534, the Act of Supremacy declared the King as the Supreme Head of the Church of
England (Anglican Church).

V. Protestant Churches

The Reformation led to the emergence of:
e Lutheran Church

* Calvinist Church

* Anglican Church

VI. Counter-Reformation

The Catholic Church launched the Counter-Reformation to restore its authority.
Major measures included:

Council of Trent (1545-1563)

The Council:

* Reformed church administration.

* Rejected Protestant doctrines.

* Reaffirmed Catholic teachings.

* Improved discipline among clergy.
Jesuit Order

Founded by Ignatius Loyola in 1534.
Objectives:

» Spread Catholicism.

» Establish schools.

* Counter Protestant influence.
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* Promote missionary work.
The Jesuits played a major role in education throughout Europe and Asia.

VII. Results of the Reformation

* Decline of Papal authority.

* Rise of Protestantism.

* Religious wars.

* Growth of national churches.

* Spread of education.

» Translation of the Bible into vernacular languages.
* Increased religious tolerance over time.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
» Reformation began: 1517

e Martin Luther: Germany

* Ninety-Five Theses: 1517

* John Calvin: Geneva

* Predestination: Calvin

* Act of Supremacy: 1534

e Church of England: Henry VIII

* Counter-Reformation: Catholic response
* Council of Trent: 1545-1563

e Jesuit Order: Ignatius Loyola

Fill in the Blanks (15 Questions)
1.

The Reformation began in the year
(A) 1453

(B) 1498

(C) 1517

(D) 1545

2.

The leader of the Protestant Reformation was
(A) John Calvin

(B) Martin Luther

(C) Erasmus

(D) Thomas More

3.

Martin Luther belonged to
(A) Italy

(B) France

(C) Germany

(D) England

4.

Martin Luther published the famous
(A) Magna Carta

(B) Ninety-Five Theses

(C) Declaration of Rights

(D) Edict of Nantes

5.

The Ninety-Five Theses were published at
(A) Rome

(B) Geneva

(C) Wittenberg

(D) London
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6.

The sale of was one of the major causes of the Reformation.
(A) Relics

(B) Indulgences

(C) Lands

(D) Crowns

7.

John Calvin worked mainly at
(A) Paris

(B) Geneva

(C) Rome

(D) Madrid

8.

The doctrine of Predestination is associated with
(A) Luther

(B) Calvin

(C) Erasmus

(D) Loyola

9.

The Church of England was established during the reign of
(A) Edward VI

(B) Henry VIII

(C) Charles I

(D) James I

10.

The Act of Supremacy was passed in
(A) 1517

(B) 1534

(C) 1545

(D) 1555

11.

The Counter-Reformation was launched by the Church.
(A) Orthodox

(B) Protestant

(C) Catholic

(D) Anglican

12.

The Council of Trent met between
(A) 1492-1500

(B) 1517-1525

(C) 1545-1563

(D) 1600-1610

13.

The Jesuit Order was founded by .
(A) Martin Luther

(B) Ignatius Loyola

(C) Calvin

(D) Erasmus

14.
The founder of Protestantism is regarded as

BIM INSTITUTE
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(A) Henry VIII

(B) Martin Luther
(C) Calvin

(D) Pope Leo X

15.

The Reformation encouraged the translation of the Bible into languages.
(A) Classical

(B) Vernacular

(C) Greek

(D) Latin only

Answer Key

1-C(1517)

2 — B (Martin Luther)

3 — C (Germany)

4 — B (Ninety-Five Theses)
5 - C (Wittenberg)

6 — B (Indulgences)

7 — B (Geneva)

8 — B (Calvin)

9 — B (Henry VIII)
10 - B (1534)

11 — C (Catholic)

12 - C (1545-1563)

13 - B (Ignatius Loyola)
14 - B (Martin Luther)
15 - B (Vernacular)

CHAPTER 6: SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION

Introduction

The Scientific Revolution was a period of remarkable advancements in scientific knowledge
that took place mainly during the 16th and 17th centuries. It transformed the way people
understood nature, the universe, and scientific inquiry.

Before this period, scientific knowledge in Europe was largely based on ancient authorities
such as Aristotle and Ptolemy. During the Scientific Revolution, scholars began to emphasize
observation, experimentation, mathematics, and logical reasoning, laying the foundation of
modern science.

The Scientific Revolution directly influenced the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution,
and modern technological progress.

I. Causes of the Scientific Revolution

Major causes included:

» The spirit of inquiry fostered by the Renaissance.

* Rediscovery of Greek and Roman scientific works.

* Invention of the Printing Press.

* Growth of universities.

* Maritime exploration requiring improved navigation.

* Decline of blind acceptance of traditional authorities.

II. Nicolaus Copernicus

* Polish astronomer.

* Proposed the Heliocentric Theory, stating that the Sun, not the Earth, is the centre of the
solar system.

* Published De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium in 1543.

* Challenged the traditional Geocentric Theory of Ptolemy.

*(The remainder of Chapter 6—including Galileo, Kepler, Newton, Francis Bacon, René
Descartes, the scientific method, 15 fill-in-the-blank questions, and the answer key—will
continue seamlessly in the next response.)

III. Galileo Galilei (1564-1642)
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Galileo Galilei, often called the "Father of Modern Science", was an Italian astronomer,
physicist, and mathematician. He improved the telescope and made several revolutionary
astronomical observations.

His major discoveries include:

* Mountains and craters on the Moon.

» Four largest moons of Jupiter (lo, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto).

* Phases of Venus.

* Numerous stars in the Milky Way.

These observations strongly supported the Heliocentric Theory of Copernicus.

Galileo advocated experimentation and observation rather than blind acceptance of ancient
authorities. His views brought him into conflict with the Roman Catholic Church. In 1633,
he was tried by the Inquisition and placed under house arrest.

IV. Johannes Kepler (1571-1630)

Johannes Kepler, a German astronomer, formulated the Three Laws of Planetary Motion.
His most important contribution was proving that:

* Planets revolve around the Sun in elliptical orbits rather than perfect circles.

His work strengthened the Copernican model and paved the way for Newton's discoveries.

V. Isaac Newton (1642-1727)

Sir Isaac Newton is regarded as one of the greatest scientists in history.
His most significant works include:

Law of Universal Gravitation

Newton explained that every object attracts every other object by gravitational force.
Three Laws of Motion

These laws became the foundation of classical mechanics.

His famous work,

Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica (1687),

is considered one of the greatest scientific books ever written.

Newton successfully united astronomy and physics.

VI. Francis Bacon (1561-1626)

Francis Bacon is known as the Father of Empiricism.

He emphasized:

* Observation

* Experimentation

* Inductive reasoning

He argued that scientific knowledge should be based upon experiments rather than tradition.
His famous work:

Novum Organum

VII. René Descartes (1596-1650)

French philosopher and mathematician.

Known as the Father of Modern Philosophy.

His famous statement:

"I think, therefore I am."

He emphasized deductive reasoning and mathematical logic.

VIII. William Harvey
William Harvey discovered the circulation of blood in the human body.
His work revolutionized medical science.

IX. Robert Boyle
Known as the Father of Modern Chemistry.
He formulated Boyle's Law relating pressure and volume of gases.

X. Scientific Method
The Scientific Revolution established the Scientific Method.
Steps include:
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* Observation

* Hypothesis

* Experiment

* Analysis

* Conclusion

Modern science is based upon this method.

XI. Impact of the Scientific Revolution

The Scientific Revolution

* Encouraged rational thinking.

* Reduced superstition.

» Promoted scientific inquiry.

* Led to technological advancement.

* Inspired the Enlightenment.

* Prepared the way for the Industrial Revolution.

* Revolutionized medicine, physics, astronomy and chemistry.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
» Copernicus — Heliocentric Theory

» Galileo — Father of Modern Science

» Kepler — Laws of Planetary Motion

* Newton — Universal Gravitation

* Bacon — Father of Empiricism

* Descartes — Father of Modern Philosophy
* Boyle — Father of Modern Chemistry

* Harvey — Blood Circulation

* Principia Mathematica — Newton

* Novum Organum — Bacon

Fill in the Blanks

(15 Questions)

1.

The Scientific Revolution mainly took place during the centuries.
(A) 10th and 11th

(B) 12th and 13th

(C) 16th and 17th

(D) 18th and 19th

2.

The Heliocentric Theory was proposed by
(A) Galileo

(B) Copernicus

(C) Newton

(D) Kepler

3.

According to the Heliocentric Theory, the is the centre of the solar system.
(A) Earth

(B) Moon
(C) Sun
(D) Jupiter

4.

The scientist known as the Father of Modern Science is
(A) Newton

(B) Galileo

(C) Bacon

(D) Kepler




World History BIM INSTITUTE

5.

Galileo greatly improved the
(A) Microscope

(B) Compass

(C) Telescope

(D) Barometer

6.

The Three Laws of Planetary Motion were formulated by
(A) Copernicus

(B) Newton

(C) Kepler

(D) Boyle

7.

Kepler proved that planets revolve around the Sun in orbits.
(A) Circular

(B) Elliptical

(C) Square

(D) Triangular

8.

The Law of Universal Gravitation was formulated by
(A) Newton

(B) Galileo

(C) Harvey

(D) Descartes

9.

The famous scientific work Principia Mathematica was written by
(A) Bacon

(B) Newton

(C) Galileo

(D) Boyle

10.

Francis Bacon is regarded as the Father of
(A) Astronomy

(B) Empiricism

(C) Geometry

(D) Biology

11.

The famous work Novum Organum was written by
(A) Descartes

(B) Newton

(C) Bacon

(D) Harvey

12.

"I think, therefore I am" was stated by
(A) Galileo

(B) Newton

(C) Descartes

(D) Boyle

13.
William Harvey discovered the circulation of
(A) Air
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(B) Water
(C) Blood
(D) Nerves

14.

Robert Boyle is regarded as the Father of Modern
(A) Medicine

(B) Chemistry

(C) Biology

(D) Astronomy

15.

The Scientific Revolution laid the foundation for the Revolution.
(A) French

(B) Industrial

(C) Russian

(D) American

Answer Key

1 - C (16th and 17th centuries)
2 — B (Copernicus)

3 - C (Sun)

4 — B (Galileo)

5 — C (Telescope)

6 — C (Kepler)

7 — B (Elliptical)

8 — A (Newton)

9 — B (Newton)

10 - B (Empiricism)

11 - C (Bacon)

12 — C (Descartes)

13 - C (Blood)

14 - B (Chemistry)

15 - B (Industrial Revolution)

CHAPTER 7: GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES AND MERCANTILISM

Introduction

The Age of Geographical Discoveries, also called the Age of Exploration, refers to the period
from the 15th to the 17th centuries when European nations explored unknown sea routes
and established contacts with Asia, Africa, and the Americas. These voyages transformed
global trade, politics, and culture and laid the foundation for European colonial empires.
The movement was driven by the desire to obtain spices, silk, gold, and other valuable goods
directly from Asia without relying on overland routes controlled by the Ottoman Turks.

The economic policy that accompanied this expansion was Mercantilism, which emphasized
national wealth through trade, accumulation of precious metals, and state regulation of
commerce.

I. Causes of Geographical Discoveries

The major causes were:

* Demand for spices, silk, and luxury goods from the East.

» Fall of Constantinople (1453), which disrupted traditional land routes.
* Desire to bypass Arab and Ottoman middlemen.

* Improvements in navigation and shipbuilding.

» Spirit of adventure inspired by the Renaissance.

» Patronage by European monarchs.

II. Important Navigators
Prince Henry the Navigator (Portugal)
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Although he did not undertake major voyages himself, Prince Henry established navigation
schools and encouraged exploration along the African coast. He is therefore called the
"Navigator".

Bartholomew Diaz

» Portuguese explorer.

* Rounded the southern tip of Africa in 1488.

* Named it the Cape of Storms.

» Later renamed the Cape of Good Hope by King John II of Portugal.

Vasco da Gama

» Portuguese explorer.

* Reached Calicut (Kozhikode) on the Malabar Coast of India in 1498.

* Opened the sea route from Europe to India.

Christopher Columbus

* [talian navigator sailing under the Spanish flag.

* Reached the Americas in 1492, believing he had reached Asia.

 His voyages initiated European colonization of the New World.

Ferdinand Magellan

» Portuguese explorer sailing for Spain.

* His expedition (1519-1522) completed the first circumnavigation of the Earth.

» Magellan himself was killed in the Philippines, but his crew completed the voyage.

III. Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

The discoveries made by Spain and Portugal led to rivalry over newly discovered territories.
To resolve the dispute, Pope Alexander VI mediated between the two countries.

The Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) divided the non-European world into two spheres:

* Portugal received territories to the east of the imaginary line.

» Spain received territories to the west of the line.

This treaty later enabled Portugal to establish its empire in India, Brazil and Africa, while
Spain built its empire in the Americas.

IV. Mercantilism

Mercantilism was the dominant economic policy of Europe between the 16th and 18th
centuries.

It believed that the wealth of a nation depended upon its stock of gold and silver (Bullion).
Main principles were:

* Export more than import.

* Accumulate precious metals.

* Encourage domestic industries.

» Acquire colonies for raw materials.

* Government control over trade.

» Strong navy to protect commerce.

Colonies served two purposes:

» Suppliers of raw materials.

* Markets for finished goods.

V. Consequences of Geographical Discoveries
Political

* Rise of European colonial empires.

* Decline of Mediterranean trade.

* Rise of Portugal, Spain, England, France and Holland.
Economic

» Expansion of world trade.

* Growth of capitalism.

* Rise of merchant class.

* Beginning of colonial exploitation.

Social

e Cultural exchange.

» Spread of Christianity.

* Migration of Europeans.
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» Spread of new crops.
Scientific

* Improvement in navigation.
* Better maps.

* Better shipbuilding.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations

* Bartholomew Diaz — Cape of Good Hope (1488)
* Vasco da Gama — Calicut (1498)

e Columbus — America (1492)

» Magellan — First Circumnavigation

» Treaty of Tordesillas — 1494

* Mercantilism — Bullion, exports, colonies

* Prince Henry — Portugal

Fill in the Blanks
(15 Questions)
1.

The Age of Geographical Discoveries mainly occurred during the

(A) 10th-12th
(B) 12th-14th
(C) 15th-17th
(D) 18th-20th

2.

The immediate reason for searching new sea routes was the fall of

(A) Rome

(B) Constantinople
(C) Athens

(D) Vienna

3.

Prince Henry the Navigator belonged to
(A) Spain

(B) Portugal

(C) France

(D) England

4.

Bartholomew Diaz reached the in 1488.
(A) Cape of Good Hope

(B) Cape Horn

(C) Cape Cod

(D) Cape Verde

5.

Vasco da Gama reached India in the year
(A) 1453

(B) 1492

(C) 1498

(D) 1519

6.

Vasco da Gama landed at
(A) Goa

(B) Calicut

(C) Surat

(D) Cochin

BIM INSTITUTE
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7.

Christopher Columbus reached in 1492.
(A) India

(B) America

(C) Australia

(D) China

8.

The first voyage around the world was completed by the expedition of
(A) Vasco da Gama

(B) Columbus

(C) Magellan

(D) Diaz

9.

The Treaty of Tordesillas was signed in ___
(A) 1453

(B) 1494

(C) 1517

(D) 1545

10.

Mercantilism emphasized the accumulation of
(A) Iron

(B) Gold and Silver

(C) Wheat

(D) Cotton

11.

Mercantilism encouraged than imports.
(A) Equal imports

(B) More exports

(C) Less exports

(D) No exports

12.

Under Mercantilism, colonies mainly supplied
(A) Labour only

(B) Raw materials

(C) Military officers

(D) Universities

13.

The Pope who settled the dispute between Spain and Portugal was
(A) Leo X

(B) Urban II

(C) Alexander VI

(D) Gregory VII

14.

The Cape of Storms was later renamed
(A) Cape Horn

(B) Cape of Good Hope

(C) Cape Verde

(D) Cape Town

15.
Mercantilism is most closely associated with the rise of
(A) Feudalism

BIM INSTITUTE
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(B) Colonialism
(C) Democracy
(D) Socialism

Answer Key

1 - C (15th-17th centuries)
2 — B (Constantinople)

3 — B (Portugal)

4 — A (Cape of Good Hope)
5-C (1498)

6 — B (Calicut)

7 — B (America)

8 — C (Magellan)

9 - B (1494)

10 — B (Gold and Silver)

11 — B (More exports)

12 — B (Raw materials)

13 - C (Alexander VI)

14 — B (Cape of Good Hope)
15 — B (Colonialism)

CHAPTER 8: AMERICAN REVOLUTION (1775-1783)

Introduction

The American Revolution was the struggle through which the Thirteen British Colonies in
North America gained independence from Great Britain. It lasted from 1775 to 1783 and
resulted in the establishment of the United States of America.

It was the first successful colonial war of independence and inspired later movements such
as the French Revolution and the Latin American independence movements.

The Revolution also popularized ideas of liberty, equality, representative government, and
individual rights.

I. The Thirteen Colonies

The eastern coast of North America contained 13 British colonies.
Although under British rule, the colonies had developed:

* Local self-government

» Thriving trade

» Agricultural prosperity

* Growing middle class

II. Causes of the American Revolution

Political Causes

» Lack of political representation in the British Parliament.
* British interference in colonial affairs.

The famous slogan became:

"No Taxation Without Representation."

Economic Causes

Britain imposed several taxes:

* Sugar Act (1764)

» Stamp Act (1765)

» Townshend Duties (1767)

e Tea Act (1773)

The colonists opposed taxation imposed without their consent.

Boston Tea Party (1773)

On 16 December 1773, American colonists disguised as Native Americans boarded British
ships in Boston Harbor and threw tea into the sea to protest the Tea Act.

This became one of the immediate causes of the Revolution.
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III. Beginning of the Revolution

The fighting began in 1775 at:

* Lexington

* Concord

These are known as the opening battles of the American Revolutionary War.

IV. Declaration of Independence

On 4 July 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted.
Main author:

Thomas Jefferson

The Declaration proclaimed:

* Equality of all men.

* Natural rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

* Independence from Britain.

V. George Washington

George Washington became the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army.
His leadership was crucial to American victory.

He later became the first President of the United States (1789).

VI. Treaty of Paris (1783)
The war ended with the Treaty of Paris (1783).
Britain officially recognized the independence of the United States.

VII. Significance of the American Revolution

The Revolution:

* Created the United States.

* Inspired the French Revolution.

* Encouraged democratic ideals.

* Promoted constitutional government.

* Influenced national liberation movements worldwide.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
» Thirteen Colonies

* No Taxation Without Representation

* Boston Tea Party — 1773

* Declaration of Independence — 4 July 1776
* Thomas Jefferson

* George Washington

* Treaty of Paris — 1783

* First President — George Washington

Fill in the Blanks

(15 Questions)

1.

The American Revolution was fought between the American colonies and
(A) France

(B) Spain

(C) Britain

(D) Portugal

2.

The American colonies numbered
(A) 10

(B) 12
(C) 13
(D) 15

3.
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The famous slogan of the American Revolution was "No Taxation Without
(A) Freedom

(B) Representation

(C) Equality

(D) Liberty

4.

The Boston Tea Party occurred in
(A) 1765

(B) 1773

(C) 1775

(D) 1783

5.

The Boston Tea Party was a protest against the Act.
(A) Stamp

(B) Sugar

(C) Tea

(D) Navigation

0.

The Revolutionary War began at
(A) Yorktown

(B) Lexington and Concord

(C) Boston

(D) Philadelphia

7.

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on
(A) 14 July 1789

(B) 4 July 1776

(C) 16 December 1773

(D) 3 September 1783

8.

The principal author of the Declaration of Independence was
(A) George Washington

(B) Benjamin Franklin

(C) Thomas Jefferson

(D) John Adams

9.

The Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army was
(A) Jefferson

(B) Washington

(C) Franklin

(D) Hamilton

10.

The American Revolution ended with the Treaty of
(A) Versailles

(B) Vienna

(C) Paris

(D) Utrecht

11.

The Treaty of Paris was signed in
(A) 1775

(B) 1776
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(C) 1783
(D) 1789

12.

George Washington became the President of the United States.
(A) Second

(B) Third

(C) First

(D) Fourth

13.

The American Revolution inspired the Revolution.
(A) Russian

(B) French

(C) Industrial

(D) Chinese

14.

The Tea Party protest took place at Harbor.
(A) New York

(B) Boston

(C) Charleston

(D) Baltimore

15.

The Declaration of Independence proclaimed the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
(A) Equality

(B) Happiness

(C) Property

(D) Religion

Answer Key
1 — C (Britain)

2-C(13)

3 — B (Representation)
4-B (1773)

5 - C (Tea)

6 — B (Lexington and Concord)
7-B (4 July 1776)

8 — C (Thomas Jefferson)

9 — B (George Washington)

10 - C (Paris)
11 -C (1783)
12 — C (First)

13 - B (French)
14 — B (Boston)
15 - B (Happiness)

CHAPTER 9: THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (1789-1799)

Introduction

The French Revolution (1789-1799) was one of the greatest political revolutions in world
history. It overthrew the absolute monarchy of France, abolished feudal privileges,
proclaimed liberty and equality, and inspired democratic and nationalist movements
throughout the world.

The Revolution marked the end of the Ancien Régime (Old Regime) and laid the foundation
for modern democracy, secularism, constitutional government, and human rights.

Its famous ideals—

Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
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continue to influence democratic constitutions across the world, including the Constitution
of India.

This chapter is among the most frequently tested topics in SSC CGL, UPSC, TNPSC, Railways,
Banking, State PSCs, CDS, NDA, and CAPF examinations.

I. France Before the Revolution

Before 1789, France was ruled by the Bourbon Dynasty.
The King enjoyed absolute powers.

There was no constitution.

The government was deeply in debt due to:

* Costly wars

» Extravagant royal expenditure

* Financial mismanagement

The last king before the Revolution was

Louis XVI

His queen was

Marie Antoinette

who became famous for her luxurious lifestyle.

II. Causes of the French Revolution

1. Political Causes

France was an absolute monarchy.
The King possessed unlimited powers.
The people had no political rights.

2. Social Causes

French society was divided into Three Estates.
First Estate

Clergy

* Owned large lands.

* Paid almost no taxes.

Second Estate

Nobility

* Enjoyed many privileges.
* Exempted from taxes.

Third Estate

Included

* Peasants

» Workers

* Merchants

* Professionals

* Middle Class

Nearly 97% of the population belonged to the Third Estate.

They paid almost all taxes.

This inequality became one of the major causes of the Revolution.

3. Economic Causes

France suffered severe financial crisis because of

* Seven Years' War

* American War of Independence

» Luxurious royal court

The government imposed heavy taxation upon common people.
Poor harvests caused famine and rising food prices.

4. Intellectual Causes
Ideas of Enlightenment philosophers inspired the people.
Montesquieu
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Advocated
Separation of Powers

Voltaire

Supported

* Freedom of Speech
* Religious Tolerance

Rousseau

His famous work

The Social Contract

declared

"Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains."
He believed sovereignty belonged to the people.

III. Meeting of the Estates-General
To solve the financial crisis,

King Louis XVI convened the
Estates-General

on

5 May 1789

at Versailles.

Dispute arose over voting procedure.
The Third Estate walked out.

IV. Tennis Court Oath
On
20 June 1789

members of the Third Estate assembled in an indoor tennis court.

They pledged

not to disperse until France obtained a Constitution.
This became famous as the

Tennis Court Oath.

V. Storming of the Bastille

On

14 July 1789

the people of Paris attacked
Bastille Prison

which symbolized royal tyranny.

This event marked the beginning of the French Revolution.

Today

14 July

is celebrated as

French National Day (Bastille Day).

VI. National Assembly
The National Assembly
* abolished feudalism

* abolished privileges

» framed a Constitution

VII. Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789)
Issued in August 1789.

It proclaimed

* Liberty

* Equality

* Freedom

» Property Rights

BIM INSTITUTE
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* National Sovereignty
It became one of the greatest documents in constitutional history.

VIII. Constitutional Monarchy

The Constitution of 1791

established

a Constitutional Monarchy.

The powers of the King were reduced.
Legislative Assembly was created.

IX. Rise of Radical Groups
Political clubs emerged.
The most important were
» Jacobins

e Girondins

The Jacobins were led by
Maximilien Robespierre

X. Reign of Terror (1793-1794)

Robespierre became the most powerful leader.
Thousands of suspected enemies were executed by
Guillotine

This period became known as

The Reign of Terror.

Eventually,

Robespierre himself was executed in

1794.

XI. The Directory

After Robespierre,

France came under the rule of
The Directory

(1795-1799)

It was weak and corrupt.
Political instability continued.

XII. Rise of Napoleon

In

1799

Napoleon Bonaparte overthrew the Directory.

The Revolution effectively ended.

Napoleon became the First Consul and later Emperor.

XIII. Importance of the French Revolution
The Revolution

* Destroyed Feudalism.

* Ended Absolute Monarchy.

* Introduced Democracy.

* Inspired Nationalism.

* Promoted Equality.

* Influenced the American Constitution.
* Inspired Latin American Revolutions.
* Inspired Indian Nationalists.

* Popularized Human Rights.

* Influenced the Constitution of India.

Frequently Asked Facts
Topic Important Fact
King Louis XVI
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Queen Marie Antoinette
National Day 14 July

Bastille Stormed 14 July 1789
Estates Three

Third Estate 97% population
Tennis Court Oath 20 June 1789
Declaration of Rights  August 1789
Constitution 1791

Jacobin Leader  Robespierre
Terror 1793-1794

Guillotine Instrument of execution
Directory 1795-1799

Napoleon 1799

Previous Examination Facts

SSC and PSC examinations repeatedly ask

e Three Estates

* Bastille

e Tennis Court Oath

* Rousseau

* Montesquieu

e Voltaire

e Jacobins

* Robespierre

e Guillotine

* Declaration of Rights
e Constitution of 1791
* Directory

e Louis XVI

e Marie Antoinette

* Napoleon

Fill in the Blanks
(15 Questions)
1.

The French Revolution began in the year

(A) 1776
(B) 1789
(C) 1799
(D) 1815

2.

France before the Revolution was ruled by King

(A) Louis XIV
(B) Louis XV
(C) Louis XVI
(D) Louis XVIII

3.

The French society was divided into
(A) Two

(B) Three

(C) Four

(D) Five

4

The Third Estate constituted about

(A) 50%
(B) 70%

of the French population.

BIM INSTITUTE
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(C) 97%
(D) 30%

5.

The Bastille was stormed on
(A) 4 July 1776

(B) 14 July 1789

(C) 20 June 1789

(D) 5 May 1789

6.

The Tennis Court Oath was taken on
(A) 20 June 1789

(B) 14 July 1789

(C) 5 May 1789

(D) 21 January 1793

7.

The famous work The Social Contract was written by
(A) Voltaire

(B) Rousseau

(C) Montesquieu

(D) Diderot

8.

The doctrine of Separation of Powers was advocated by
(A) Rousseau

(B) Montesquieu

(C) Voltaire

(D) Locke

9.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen was issued in
(A) 1789

(B) 1791

(C) 1793

(D) 1795

10.

The Jacobins were led by .
(A) Napoleon

(B) Danton

(C) Robespierre

(D) Mirabeau

11.

The Reign of Terror lasted from
(A) 1789-1790

(B) 1791-1792

(C) 1793-1794

(D) 1795-1796

12.

The chief instrument of execution during the Terror was the
(A) Cannon

(B) Guillotine

(C) Sword

(D) Gallows
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13.

The Constitution establishing Constitutional Monarchy was framed in
(A) 1789

(B) 1791

(C) 1793

(D) 1795

14.

The Directory ruled France from
(A) 1789-1791

(B) 1791-1793

(C) 1793-1794

(D) 1795-1799

15.

Napoleon Bonaparte came to power in
(A) 1789

(B) 1791

(C) 1795

(D) 1799

Answer Key
1-B(1789)
2 — C (Louis XVI)

3 — B (Three)

4 - C (97%)

5 -B (14 July 1789)
6 — A (20 June 1789)

7 — B (Rousseau)

8 — B (Montesquieu)
9-A(1789)

10 — C (Robespierre)
11 -C (1793-1794)
12 — B (Guillotine)
13-B (1791)

14 - D (1795-1799)
15-D (1799)

CHAPTER 10: NAPOLEON BONAPARTE AND THE NAPOLEONIC WARS (1799-1815)
Introduction

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) was one of the greatest military commanders and political
leaders in world history. Rising to power after the French Revolution, he transformed France
through administrative, legal, educational, economic, and military reforms. His campaigns
reshaped Europe and spread the ideals of the French Revolution.

Napoleon's career is divided into three phases:

1. Rise to Power (1799-1804)

2. The Napoleonic Empire (1804-1814)

3. Hundred Days and Waterloo (1815)

This chapter is extremely important for SSC CGL, UPSC, TNPSC, State PSCs, Railways,
Banking, CDS, CAPF, and NDA examinations.

I. Early Life

Napoleon Bonaparte was born on 15 August 1769 on the island of Corsica, shortly after it
became part of France.

He received military education in France and joined the French Army as an artillery officer.
His military brilliance became evident during the French Revolutionary Wars.

II. Rise to Power
After the French Revolution, France was governed by the weak Directory (1795-1799).
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Political instability and corruption weakened the government.

On 9 November 1799 (18 Brumaire), Napoleon carried out a coup d'état and overthrew the
Directory.

He established the Consulate and became the First Consul of France.

This event effectively ended the French Revolution.

III. Napoleon as Emperor

In 1804, Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of the French in the presence of Pope Pius VII
at Notre-Dame Cathedral, Paris.

By placing the crown on his own head, he symbolized that his authority came from the nation
rather than the Church.

IV. Administrative Reforms

Napoleon introduced wide-ranging reforms.
1. Napoleonic Code (Civil Code, 1804)

His greatest achievement.

The Code established:

» Equality before law.

* Protection of private property.

* Freedom of religion.

* Uniform legal system.

» Abolition of feudal privileges.

The Napoleonic Code influenced legal systems in Europe, Latin America, and many other
parts of the world.

2. Educational Reforms
Napoleon established:

» State-controlled schools.

» Lycées (secondary schools).
* Technical institutions.

* Merit-based appointments.

3. Financial Reforms

He established:

* Bank of France (1800).

» Efficient taxation system.

» Stable currency.

* Encouraged industry and trade.

4. Administrative Centralization
France was divided into departments administered by Prefects appointed by the central
government.

V. Military Campaigns

Napoleon won numerous victories.
Among the most famous were:

Battle of Austerlitz (1805)

Known as Napoleon's greatest victory.
He defeated the combined forces of:

* Austria

* Russia

Battle of Jena (1806)
Defeated Prussia.

Battle of Friedland (1807)
Defeated Russia.

These victories made Napoleon the master of continental Europe.
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VI. Continental System (1806)

Unable to defeat Britain at sea after the Battle of Trafalgar (1805), Napoleon adopted the
Continental System.

It prohibited European countries from trading with Britain.

Purpose:

* Destroy British economy.

» Force Britain to surrender.

Failure of the Continental System became one of the major causes of Napoleon's downfall.

VII. Peninsular War (1808-1814)

Napoleon invaded Spain.

The Spanish people strongly resisted with the help of Britain.
This prolonged conflict weakened the French Empire.

VIIIL. Invasion of Russia (1812)

One of Napoleon's greatest mistakes.

He invaded Russia with about 600,000 soldiers.

The Russians adopted the Scorched Earth Policy, destroying crops and supplies.
The severe winter and starvation devastated Napoleon's army.

Only a small fraction of the army returned.

This marked the beginning of Napoleon's decline.

IX. First Abdication (1814)
After successive defeats, Napoleon abdicated in 1814.
He was exiled to the island of Elba in the Mediterranean Sea.

X. Hundred Days (1815)

Napoleon escaped from Elba and returned to France.
His second rule lasted for approximately 100 days.
European powers united once again against him.

XI. Battle of Waterloo (1815)

Date:

18 June 1815

Napoleon was decisively defeated by:

* Duke of Wellington (Britain)

* Marshal Bliicher (Prussia)

This battle permanently ended Napoleon's rule.

XII. Final Exile

Napoleon was exiled to the remote island of
Saint Helena

in the South Atlantic Ocean.

He died there in

1821.

XIII. Achievements of Napoleon

* Napoleonic Code

* Administrative reforms

* Educational reforms

* Religious settlement (Concordat of 1801)
* Modern bureaucracy

* Merit-based promotion

* Promotion of nationalism

» Spread of revolutionary ideals

XIV. Causes of Napoleon's Downfall
* Continental System
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* Peninsular War

* Russian Campaign

* Rise of Nationalism

* Coalition of European Powers
» Military overexpansion

XV. Historical Significance

Napoleon

* Destroyed feudal institutions.

* Spread nationalism.

* Introduced modern legal systems.

* Encouraged administrative reforms.

* Influenced constitutional development across Europe.

* Inspired later nationalist movements in Italy and Germany.

Important Facts for Competitive Examinations
Topic Fact

Birth 1769

Birthplace Corsica

Coup 1799

Emperor 1804

Napoleonic Code 1804

Bank of France 1800
Austerlitz 1805

Trafalgar 1805

Continental System 1806
Russian Campaign 1812
Elba 1814

Waterloo 1815

Saint Helena 1821

Previous Examination Focus Areas

SSC, UPSC, TNPSC, and State PSCs frequently ask questions on:

* Napoleonic Code

* Continental System
» Battle of Waterloo
» Battle of Austerlitz
» Battle of Trafalgar
* Elba

* Saint Helena

» Corsica

* Bank of France

* Hundred Days

* Russian Campaign
* Duke of Wellington
* Concordat of 1801

Fill in the Blanks

(15 Questions)

1.

Napoleon Bonaparte was born on the island of
(A) Sicily

(B) Corsica

(C) Malta

(D) Sardinia

2.
Napoleon came to power through a coup in the year
(A) 1789

BIM INSTITUTE
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(B) 1795
(C) 1799
(D) 1804

3.

Napoleon became Emperor of France in
(A) 1799

(B) 1802

(C) 1804

(D) 1807

4.

Napoleon's famous Civil Code is known as the
(A) Justinian Code

(B) Napoleonic Code

(C) Magna Carta

(D) Civil Constitution

5.

The Bank of France was established in
(A) 1799

(B) 1800

(C) 1804

(D) 1812

0.

Napoleon's greatest military victory is generally considered the Battle of
(A) Waterloo

(B) Trafalgar

(C) Austerlitz

(D) Leipzig

7.

The Battle of Trafalgar was fought mainly at
(A) Sea

(B) Desert

(C) Mountains

(D) River

8.

The Continental System was introduced in
(A) 1800

(B) 1804

(C) 1806

(D) 1812

9.

The main purpose of the Continental System was to weaken
(A) Russia

(B) Austria

(C) Britain

(D) Spain

10.

Napoleon invaded Russia in the year
(A) 1805

(B) 1807

(C) 1812

(D) 1815
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11.

Napoleon was first exiled to the island of
(A) Saint Helena

(B) Corsica

(C) Elba

(D) Sicily

12.

The Battle of Waterloo was fought in
(A) 1805

(B) 1812

(C) 1814

(D) 1815

13.

Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo by the Duke of
(A) Marlborough

(B) Wellington

(C) York

(D) Richmond

14.

Napoleon spent his final years on the island of
(A) Elba

(B) Crete

(C) Saint Helena

(D) Malta

15.

Napoleon died in the year
(A) 1815

(B) 1818

(C) 1821

(D) 1830

Answer Key

1 - B (Corsica)
2-C(1799)

3 -C (1804)

4 — B (Napoleonic Code)
5 -B (1800)
6-C(
7T-A(
8 -C(

Austerlitz)
Sea)
1806)
9 — C (Britain)
10-C (1812)
11 - C (Elba)
12 -D (1819)

13 - B (Wellington)
14 - C (Saint Helena)
15-C (1821



